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reject the mediation panel’s rec-
ommendation.

(b) The tri-partite panel’s rec-
ommendation(s) must be included in
the final industry-wide standard or in-
dustry-wide generic requirement, un-
less three-fourths of the funding par-
ties who vote decide within thirty (30)
days of the filing of the dispute to re-
ject the recommendation and accept
one of the options specified in para-
graphs (a)(5) (i) through (v) of this sec-
tion. Each funding party shall have one
vote.

(c) All costs sustained by the tri-
partite panel will be incorporated into
the cost of producing the industry-wide
standard or industry-wide generic re-
quirement.

§ 64.1704 Frivolous disputes/penalties.

(a) No person shall willfully refer a
dispute to the dispute resolution proc-
ess under this subpart unless to the
best of his knowledge, information and
belief there is good ground to support
the dispute and the dispute is not
interposed for delay.

(b) Any person who fails to comply
with the requirements in paragraph (a)
of this section, may be subject to for-
feiture pursuant to section 503(b) of the
Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 503(b).

Subpart R—Geographic Rate
Averaging and Rate Integration

AUTHORITY: 47 U.S.C. §§ 151, 154(i), 201–205,
214(e), 215 and 254(g).

§ 64.1801 Geographic rate averaging
and rate integration.

(a) The rates charged by providers of
interexchange telecommunications
services to subscribers in rural and
high-cost areas shall be no higher than
the rates charged by each such pro-
vider to its subscribers in urban areas.

(b) A provider of interstate inter-
exchange telecommunications services
shall provide such services to its sub-
scribers in each U.S. state at rates no
higher than the rates charged to its
subscribers in any other state.

[61 FR 42564, Aug. 16, 1996]

APPENDIX A TO PART 64—TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS SERVICE PRIORITY (TSP)
SYSTEM FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (NSEP)

1. Purpose and Authority

a. This appendix establishes policies and
procedures and assigns responsibilities for
the National Security Emergency Prepared-
ness (NSEP) Telecommunications Service
Priority (TSP) System. The NSEP TSP Sys-
tem authorizes priority treatment to certain
domestic telecommunications services (in-
cluding portions of U.S. international tele-
communication services provided by U.S.
service vendors) for which provisioning or
restoration priority (RP) levels are re-
quested, assigned, and approved in accord-
ance with this appendix.

b. This appendix is issued pursuant to sec-
tions 1, 4(i), 201 through 205 and 303(r) of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47
U.S.C. 151, 154(i), 201 through 205 and 303(r).
These sections grant to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) the authority
over the assignment and approval of prior-
ities for provisioning and restoration of com-
mon carrier-provided telecommunications
services. Under section 706 of the Commu-
nications Act, this authority may be super-
seded, and expanded to include non-common
carrier telecommunication services, by the
war emergency powers of the President of
the United States. This appendix provides
the Commission’s Order to telecommuni-
cation service vendors and users to comply
with policies and procedures establishing the
NSEP TSP System, until such policies and
procedures are superseded by the President’s
war emergency powers. This appendix is in-
tended to be read in conjunction with regula-
tions and procedures that the Executive Of-
fice of the President issues (1) to implement
responsibilities assigned in section 6(b) of
this appendix, or (2) for use in the event this
appendix is superseded by the President’s
war emergency powers.

c. Together, this appendix and the regula-
tions and procedures issued by the Executive
Office of the President establish one uniform
system of priorities for provisioning and res-
toration of NSEP telecommunication serv-
ices both before and after invocation of the
President’s war emergency powers. In order
that government and industry resources may
be used effectively under all conditions, a
single set of rules, regulations, and proce-
dures is necessary, and they must be applied
on a day-to-day basis to all NSEP services so
that the priorities they establish can be im-
plemented at once when the need arises.

* In sections 2(a)(2) and 2(b)(2) of Executive
Order No. 12472, ‘‘Assignment of National Se-
curity and Emergency Preparedness Tele-
communications Functions’’ April 3, 1984 (49
FR 13471 (1984)), the President assigned to
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